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7 F it be neceſſary to give any 
WG Account of the following Ser- 
= mons, the Reader may un- 
Til derſtand that. they auere tranſ- 
| cribed from the Author's own 
ie for ſome who had heard them 
+ and were very defirons to have the 
er peruſal of them for their own private 
And tho they were not prepar'd 
tes defign'd for the Preſs, yet a very 
Heem for the Doctor's Memory, and 
qual dere of communicating to others 
benefit of two ſuch uſeful and excellent 
Jumſes, has prevaiPd with his Friends, 
whoſe Hands thoſe Copies were intraſt- 
a length to make them Pablict. 


4 
K® 


(vi) 

If there ave any little Inaccaracies int! 
either to the in-attention of tie 
 thoy or the fault of the Tranſcriber, f 
needs no other Apology than that they u 

not intended for the Preſs; and what 

they are, they muſt diſappear to theſe, u 

know how to efteem as they ougbt, 1] 

admirable Spirit of Piety and fine Reaſo 

that runs in /o clear @ Manner thro | 


"Twwere. much to be wid, and wer! 


| 


Publiſhing many 
#hoſe excellent Diſcourſes that goue ſub 
quifite Pleaſure to his Hearers, and bow 
fo grateful 4 Senſe of him in their Ml 
Aud if the Reception, thefe find miyht 
dite bim to do ſo, it uud be @ ver) } 
Ale Seti faction to the Perſons that | 
communicated theſe, and be vhought « 
| able Advantoge of ths publiſhing of 


<7 ) 


Romans vii.F2s. 


we know that all Ax" 


work _ 
them that love 


77 HE 1 that E 
4 4 vents in the moral World 
8 as well as all EfleQs in the 

2 natural, are directed by 
100 7755 | 


o 


A an All-wiſe and in 
od God, to the 
| Advantage of his faithful Servants, is 
l great encouragement to Chriſtians 


ſort in all their Sufferings. When we 
" that our Prayefs are ever heard, and 


omething as good or better is alway gi- 
5; hen we are convine'd that how- 


ceſs 


| | PER PIR DI 


© their Duty, and alſo a mighty 
tho" what we pray for be not granted, 


tings go, whether the hop'd-for Suc- 
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ence tells us that he does continually in 
poſe, powerfully guide, and unerringly 


(8) 
eeſs crown our Wiſhes, or Difappoin mer 
and Croſſes be our Lots, yet both one: 

the other. work together for our great 
Good, this muſt” engage us to admire 
adore the indulgent Providence which g 
poſes Things thus, and with a Reſigns 
and Chearfulneſs, entirely to rely upon tt 
God, who takes ſuch Care of us, and 
the propereſt Means (becauſe of his 0 
chooſing) leads us to Happineſs. 


We know, being fully Wr 0 
by the clear Evidence, and infallible 
tainty of that Principle which demon 
tively infers this Truth, that all Thu 
work together for good; all ſeen 
Contingencies, as well as what comes 
paſs in the ſettled courſe of things, do 
the Iflue wonderfully conſpire to the 
and eternal Intereſt of them that love 6 
—of the true, faithful, and obedient C 
tians : We are aſſur d of this, I fay, bec: 
the expreſs Promiſe of God declares t 
he will, and our own Reaſon. and Expe 
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liſh. all the Affairs df his Orbaturevy\ 
in the End, tho we do not alway dis 
the Means, does thus bring about the xl 
mal Bliſs of thoſe that believe, and truſt | 
PR 12 [1 
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118 Chitin Derne We 
Ay in Oppoſition to thoſe amongſt us, g 
beider too much cty up the Fox Cf 
uteral Reaſon and” Kiter of Man's 1 
I; or depreſs Goo's InsPecT1ON of our 
im, and PrxEScteNce of our future 
tons : who to open the way to Free- 
bing and licentions Living, would re- 
re the inſurmountable Obſtacle of God's. | 
date PRESENCE with and PROVIDENCE, 
r us, Againſt the Men of theſe looſe 
nciples which, *tis notorious, do ſo fatally 
ce the generality: of our Practice, I. 
ud maintain and illuſtrate the Aſſertion 
the Apoſtle in the Text. And however 
ky ſucceed in the Undertaking, I can't 
think I ſhall have the good Wiſhes of all 
t hear me, becauſe I propoſe nothing, 
hat has the univerſal Suffrage and Ac- 
wedement of all that wou'd ſeem to be 

B of 


4 1 
of any Religion, and is indeed the great 
chor and Support of all that are ofthe ri 
it being bat without the firm Belief 
which we Chriſtians ſhould be of all M 
moſt Miſerable. ©  / 


No that I may do this the more ef 
tually, I ſhall (firſt) lay before you for 
familiar and obvious, but withal the 
ungueſt ion d and concluding Conlideratic 
that occur, to convince you that Gov's Px 
VIDENCE dees GENTLY, het EFFECTUAL 
2 ſe all things Tohatſoever to work to 

ther for our good. 


2dly 1 ſhall in ſome Inſtances deducet 
Good and Advantage, which from he! 
does n to all that #6 n love Go 


15 am 1 firſt to lay before you ſome Far 
liar Fc. 


Iſaid Go does EFFECTUALLY caiſ- 
things to work together for our good; l 
cauſe with Reſpect to his Almighty Pr 


there is not any Creature can pretend to | 


* 11 a 

Wal, nor can oppoſe any Bar or Hin- 
1 to bis Deſign. I faid-GENTLY ;-Be- 
Euch Reſpect to his infinite Wiſdom; he 
its all his Creatures to their End by 
I propartion'd to their, ſeveral Natures, 
tut putting 4 Force upon their natural 
kd, or laying. any Reſtraint upon the 
lice of free Agents. And thus he turns 
m4 he ſees fit, M: atone 1 
pole and Delign. 


To evidence this, 1 aol the Conſi. 
ions that offer themſelves to this Pur- 
by 955 ere ang Degrees. 


rel, 


1.17 is to be confider'd chat we rican't 
ne) the WokLp about us, without ob- 
; that chings do proceed i in a wouger- 
25 and Harmony, and vi bly, ; Contri- 
te both to the Beauty of the Universe, 
tothe Uſe and Convenience of the sxV E- 
L ARTIGULARS therein contain'd. That 
bi ſo, is I think acknowledged by All, and 
Pony fie Object of our Senſes. Now 


ji 


kt is that Cauſe which does /o regularly 
conduct 


wou d demand how it comes to be fo, and 


1 45 12 by 

conduct each thing to! its p proper good 
to the Perfection of the Whole? Ho con 
it to paſs that Cazarorss, confeſt 
vdid of Under/landint;Senſe; and Life 0 
db their Work with ſb much Art and 1 

tod? How come they to take ſuch M. 
ſures and uſe” ſuch" Means to bring ab 
their Ends, without being capable of tit 
knowing the Eu or Bſeerning the Mea 
Muſtwe notatkhowledge Bc SUPERI0 
Cas which ſupplies tie Ant of Choice: 
Defect of Reaſon ! ? Is there not a Wis 
that randuct᷑r and guides their Actions 
will not ask whiat gives Motion to the Hi 
VENLY DBovres;” but I wou'd fain kn 
why they keep in ſo conſtant a Courſe : 
produce the different Seaſons in that fe 
Variety, whictiis abſolutely neceſſary tot 
Life and Suſtenande of all that breath 
Why does the dux fo duly approach and 
lire, riſe and ſer, and ſo opportunely » 
our lie Time, note for the Labour 4 a5; 
Toil, =-and then for the Reſt and Rep 
both of Man und Bea? What reſtrains w 
* ens of the "SEA which 1 in heir 7 


N Sun. Moon, &c, ; 
Nat 
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1 13 =P . 
awe wou'd cover theEaxry, and 5 
wh eem to threaten an univerſal Deluge ? 
it can be nothing, but that PROvi- 
er which has preſcrib'd its Bounds and 
its, and has ſaid to it, Hithertg ſhalt 
come, but no farther; - and bere ſhall thy 
due. be flayed. Job xxxviii. 11. 
ut given Fertility to the Ex rz, and 
vr it produce its Fruits. i in ſuch abug- 
* xe? E it not the indulgent Care of our 
| AVENL F aTHERwhothusprovidesforthe 
xeffity and Convenience of his Children? 
* 11 aber the Sun to riſe on the 
ad on the Good, and ſends Rain on the 
aden the Unjuſt ; but the GR EAN 
rex of the Family, who thus ſupplies 
Occaſic ions of his Servants who are all 
oy din his Work, —all ſerving the De- 
ps of his Providence, —and all buſied in 
ing bis Will on Earth as it is in Heaven 2 
2d). To goa little hi her: There is + 
45S of BEINGS which tho? as void of Un- | 
adig as the foregoing, yet being en- 
irn hal are not i'd to one 
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a Obje#: WS but dd e exert a great) Varieh 
' Aﬀtions; and yet their Doings can't be 
counted for; 5 without allowing. the j in 
5 "Hate HAxp of Pkovipexce, Do but 
vert to the Wonders of the moſt i inconfider 
Is EO rs, and i L is impoſſible not to * 
"moſt evident vot-ſteps of an artful and 
Contrivance. See with what Wonder 
Sor ER provides for ber Suftenance, 
With what Canning ſhe ſpreads ber Nets 
entangle the unwary Prey! Ii is our er 
days Wonder to obſerve the early Pm 
on the FowLs of the Alx make for the 
o come, and with what inimitable Act 
they build their Nefts for the better Rex 
1100 of their future young Ones. 
ſhall we fay to the formed C 
7 regular Government, and the anited L 
and Concurrence in ; laying up their com: 
Store, which i is ſo well known and ſo ol 
"referr'd to, in the BEESs and the Avr 
' whoſe Diligenceand Adareſsthe Holy 
tures point, and to whoſe Example they 
rect the ſluggiſb Man to be better inſtru 
But whether or no we will learn this 

of Induſiry from them, there is another 


Fd 


1 1 | 
hardly : avoid: We can't wink 6 hard. 
vemuft diſcern & PROVIDENCE. wwork- 3 

i and with theſe his irrational. Crea-. 
„ For we ſhall not ſurely : aſcribe theſe . 
Fr to any . 5 Principle of Reaſon, 
iſum in thoſe Things, which modern. 
55 will allow to be but mere Matter. 
ion; and yet tis plain, they purſue, 
oper Ends with more Orden and 
1 5 than Max, with all his Pretences. 
wieche and Prudence, does his. We 
— theſe conſtant and uniform Pro- 
Ws: on 3/ind Hazard, or giddy Chance: 
rrnching in Nature more unlike, than 
u Events are to thoſe Products of 
p and Contrivance. Shall we ſay all 
b done by natural Iuſtincr? If by this 
we mean any Principle within the 
$ themſelves, by the Force and Vertue 
ch they act as” then why. do we 
them irrational Beings? Why do we 
them in a lower: Rank than MAN? 
co we ſay they are endow'd with no- 
but Senſe, if with that ? But if by In. 
e mean the Influence of the Gop of 
RE es them, then what I am con" 
tending. 


| 


. 
tending for, is granted, viz. That al 
is perform'd by the Guidance of Px, 
DENCE; That there is in the World 28 
PREME REASON which has /ſtampt ſomefa 
Reſemblance of it ſelf upon all its Creatur 
That there is a SovEREIGN”Wispow v 
ſuſtains, actuates, and directs all thing 
the Ends be has defign'd them; That fr 
the View both of the One and the Ot 
we can't be Ignorant tho* we wou'd, 
can't but know that Gop dpes preſide in 
World, and that by Him all things work 
gether for Good to us. 

| 3dly. To advance one Step more 1 
HAND of PEOVIDENCE is 20 Jeſs conſpi 
ous in the Government of the rational W 
of MAN, whom God has left in the Han 
his Counſel, endow'd with Liberty : 
Choice, and made Lord and Maſter of 
own Actions. For tho? we may, and (6 
knows) too often do make a perverſe 
of this Liberty,---* do follow our own Wi 
-h find our own Pleaſure;-—and <P 
our ore Words; yet whatever we think 
it, we are in Truth as much under the Po 


iN 
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* Iſaiah Iviii. 13. 


nne . 
of PROVIDENCE, as if we did otbherwiſe. 
Ty true, from hence do'proceed all the Er- 
s, Diſorders, Wars, Deſtructions and 
amities that ate, all the Sin and Wick- 
he that is committed in the World; 
in tho" dire&#ly arme eee Com- 
ws, yet are not exempred from His Ma- 
ent who well knows bow, and ways 
thing ſome gross Good out ofthoſe great- 
Fils. Whatever Road the Sinner takes, 
ether he goes aſtray in the By-paths of 
is own chovfing, or runs unthinkingly 
In the Broadway that leads to Deftruc- 
0 be fill travels whether he will or no 
Wie Traci of PROVIDbExCx, and can ne- 
fufrate its Purpoſe: God always brings 
nt the Execution of his Deſigns, as much 
the obſtinate Refiftance of Men's per- 
fe Will, as by their Obedience; as well by 
' RefraQtortnieſs, as in doing their Duty. 
in what State ſoever they are, they. ate 
ſubſervient either to the declaring his 
ffcy or to the Manifeſtation of his Juſ- 
hit Mercy, if they return from their 
Way; bis Fuftice, if they perſevere in 
r Impicties,---That he may not put a 
| C Conſtraint 


1 

Conſtraint on (their Liberty, he ter 
them, ſince they are reſolvd 10 4 þ 
tragſꝑreſs hi Laws, but, then this ſtill |; 
to their finah i Ritate, - Mie ery; if they 
lie in their ins g or Happineſs, if they 
repent and li a, mE Life. And thus] 
DEC E j νοeẽf diſaphainted, but m 
l Rerſen.inltrewental te his Glory, w 
is ilaſtrated. hoath. in ow, Salvation an 
. aur Loſs, both hyſthe. Exexciſe of Gou's, 
t and by.,che, Expreſſion, of his Men 


HENCE you can't but ſee that al 
both GO and, Ab, notwithſtanding: 
Liberty and Choice, do eſſectuall conti 
to the Deſgur of PROVIDENCE and 6 

Kop: But with this fad, Difler 


: 4 E do j it willing) and. deſigned, 7 
Iſs s and againſt 1 th eir Intentions; T 
by their 7. ubmilſrve Compliauce:rith,v 
"by; 1 their /uubborn Rehtaxce of God's 
"THOSE d o it to 10 unſpeakable Tg 
to their' utter Ds ſtruction. What, tho 
ee of rovidence preſume to ( 
r deſpi e ſe his taking Notice of them? V 
cht the Libertines ſtruggle) with their! 
ol break thro? the Fences of n Det 


2 19 J: Jil 
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anion} d eng) hte „l (2 
yo? Shall this deſtroy hs Native. of 
ws; or make That ceaſe to Be, which 


ne thoſeMetbods whichPzovipexcs 
b out. to lead them to Heaven, they: 
1 cmply with the impetuous Motions of 
i Paſſions and Appetites, their diſorder'd 
ions and ungovernable Luſts; but this 


1 themſelves. become Arguments for, and 
laces. of the being of PrOviDENCE, 
kr will not comply with the Propoſals 
o ofers to bring them to Life, there- 
they (ball be conſtrain'd to obey his Se u- 
that dooms them to Death; they 
| wt ſubmit to the gentle Government 
0 Goodneſs and Indulgence, they there- 
gulf themſelves under the Dominion 
lis Severity and Vengeance; they will 
take up the eaſy Yoke and /ight Bur- 
n of Gop's Commands, they are there- 


ar own Sins, and inſup portable Tyran- 
of their Adverſary che Devil. 


C 2 | ON 


le Foundation of all Beings No, theſe. 
n 1a) abuſe their Fee- will: Inſtead of 


bfr from perſwading us agaiuſt, that 
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| cunſgu d over to the rigorous Slavery 
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fo fully convinc'd by bis own Senſe | 


and preſent. with him, even at thoſe 


Servants to groan under Want, or Patt, 


. 

' ON the other Hand, the Goo Cu, i, 
71A N is ſo clearly perſwaded of this I 
by Reaſon and Diſcourſe, ſo heartily (il 
ſied of it by the Teſtimonies of his Faith, uf 


Experience, that he entirely reſigns him 
up to, and without Reſerve repoſes and re 
himſelf upon Gop's GOOD Provipend 
as well knowing in all the various Tut 
and Diſpenſations of it, all Things ſhall w 
together for his Good. For God's I 
has never faiPd any that ever rely'd upon 
nor balk'd the ExpeQation of him that 
ted it; does always relieve his Neceſſit 
and ſweeten his Afflictions. The Ev: 
PROVIDENCE is oper and awake to his 
ſervation, tho? it ſometimes may pert 
ſeem to {lumber ;---God is always ne: 


Moments when he appears to be withan 
And tho? God doth ſometimes ſuffer 


Grief, or Trouble; yet even this very i" 
is an Inſtance of his Love, who by this 
Means gives occaſion to exerciſe their! 
tience, try their Virtue and * 


| 1 
rity here, that ſo they may encreaſe 
# Reward and enhance their Glory here- 
And thus Bie Providence does 
conſpicuouſly appear, whilſt his infinite 
oon contrives to bring the greateſt Ad- 
Woes from that very Thing which ſeem'd 
_ lirkſome and grie veous to them ;--whilſt 
uuns all Events to their Good, even thoſe 
ih appear d moſt of all other to bart 
| exemage them, —whilſt he znerrixgly 
its them to their Ho u by Ways fo 
nhly concerted, that they never fail 
wcmpliſhing their appointed Work. 
why, and Loſtly. Ir after what has 
n aid, any Doubt of this can remain in 
r Minds, conſider ſome of the many 
unees in Holy Writ, wherein the Divine 
oVIDENCE has actually appear'd in Be- 
Tor his People, and that in ſo aſtoniſbing 
Manner, as no human Prudence cou'd 
) nor can any natural Reaſon account 
+ Doubtleſs Joſeph's Brethren look'd 
anner than the Sacrificing him to their 
y and Jealouſy, when they ſold him 
dave into Egypt; but Provinence. 
lvery different Purpoſe to bring about 


by 


E 22 L- | 
by this AQ not only of, ph 5 ſtrange, 
vancement, but the Preſervation of his f 
ther and Family (and among them thc 
very Perſons who ſold him) from periſhi 

' by, Famine. It is Foſepb*s own Reflect 
(Gen. xlv. 5, 8. and |. 20.) more than one 
for thus he accoſts his Brethren, Now tha 
fore (ſays he) be not grieved nor ang) 
yourſelves, that you ſold me hither : far 
did ſend me before you, to preſerve L 
And again, So now it was not you that ) 
me hither, but God. And again, But a 
jou, ye thought evil. againſt me; ut G 
meant it unto Good, to bring to paſs, a: il 
this Day, to ſave much People alive.--Co 
any thing appear more fortuitous and a 
dental, than that * Kzſh ſhould loſe his Al 
and fend his Son. Saul to ſeek them? | 
it was (till more unexpected and (urpril 
even to Saul himſelf, that inſtead of tit 
he ſhou'd find a Kingdom. The King 
Egypt's Edict was intended to deſtroy 
Hraelite Children, leſt they ſhould mo 
ply, and fo get them up out of the Lai 
Yet in Purſuance to this very Edict MM 


2 Sam. chap. 9, 10. f Exod. chap. 1, 2. 


N N 
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pos d, Pharoahs own Daughter finds 

u ouriſhes him for her own” Son, 

by theſe ſtrange Ways he is preſerv%d 

_ the Perſon by whoſe Hand God would 
his People a wondrous Deliverihet. 

3 all, obſerve that both Rulets And 


e nacrheir ſeveral Aims in the:'Dbath 
jor LORD and SAxvIouR: The Je“ 


Ire andi the Romis Policy, Pilates 
and Herog*s Jealouſy; the Chief Prieſts 
. nl Judar's: Treaſon; all cohcirt'd - 
bing himi to his Execuribn: Veb Bos bis 
tart u ſaved, v+by hut Stripes arp dur 
hy theſe unlikely Means was 
wht, che greateſt Hleſſing the World 
r receiyꝛd. the any ATION: of LAN 
1d And whatever the ſeveral Per- 
$ copcexn'd.jm this Tragedy propos d to 
inſelyes: the. Scriptura aſſures us, (Act 
A5.) that, All thefe ure gathered tnge- 
lit fon to do wohnt ſor vr thy Hand, 
00%, aud iy Counſel determin d befomt to 
we. N „ nine! „ien 33061 
lame thus für endeavour'd 10 male 
« the Apoſtle's Doctrine againſu the: E- 
Wes of ine, by n HDA 
ttitl 4 ro things 


16008 
n ſuſtice, and infinite Goodneſs; we then 
| abundant Cauſe to ſatisfy all Doubts 
(0bjeRions. of our Mind, to filence all 
Murmurs of our Reaſon, and to repoſe 
xlves on this infallible Conduct and Diſ- 
I vith an entire Reſignation of our ſhal- 
x judgment. We are now no more ſur- 
ud or ſtagger'd at the Proſpect of pre- 
be Iniquity, at diſcountenanc'd Vertue- 
uib'd Juſtice, at oppreſs'd Innocenge 
Idipis'd Religion: Becauſe we are tho- 
dy perſwaded that none of theſe Thin gs. 
le fo, unleſs our God faw fit to permit 
ier them; and that he wou'd never 
r them, unleſs he had very good Reaſon 
dang ſo, unleſs it were incomparably 
for the common Good, and for our 
tage in particular to permit, than to 
eat them. | 
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is no matter that theſe Reaſons are not 
un to us, *tis enough that they are well 

od and approv'd by God, and that 
ſhall hereafter be diſcovered to us too, 
i the Light of Glory ſhall have diſpelbd 
Varkneſs and clear'd up our Underſtand- 
D ing 


— 
. 
—— ——U—ꝓ— — 


„ear 


am . „ . 
= a* VS — L * 
ns. * ———Ü—Ü—ł—l A — 


= 
. Me. — ” 
= — » = F 
. — a 


By 8 . 2 —_ = 4 
-> 14: "44" * — f 
„„. ———4ů —— ® 


— ; 


„ 
* 1 2 


1 ( 26 1 
5 0 Tis of no ann neither that þ 
the ſecret Procedure of Providence there 
much Evil tolerated, as the Contempt 
good Men, and the Flouriſhing of Bad, t 
Miſery of People, and Deſtruction of 
tions, and what is wort of all, the 
parable Loſs of many Souls : for tho all tl 
be too juſt a Subject of Grief to any thinki 
Perſon, yet this Grief is over-ballancd: 
ſilencd by remembring that it is God's go 
pleaſure upon moſt righteous Motives, 
let them be juſt thus; and that the fa 
God, who connives at preſent at theſe 
chiefs, knows how to repair and make 
mends with Intereſt for them,--- Nay mc 
from thoſe veryllls to extract the moſt ſubl 
and valuable Good. What can be conce 
more diſmal and ſhocking than the al 
Man? And yet God made this the Occali 
of ſo unſpeakable a Bleſſing to us by the 
carnation of the ETEKNAL Won, them 
ineſtimable Price of our Redemption, t 
this very Miſery, how deplorable ſoever 
itſelf, is improv'd to the greateſt Happ! 
that ever was beſtowed upon us. It 
cou'd ſuppoſe that ſome Occurrences i g 


„ 
uriv'd to the greater private Benefit of 
ve particular Perſons, yet it is certain they 
d not be better manag'd for the publick 
900 of the whole, nor for the End God : 
woſes in all his Works, the Intereſt of his 
and the Manifeſtation of his Divine 
wee, For if there were no ſinners to- 
1 how cou'd his Patience and Long- 
kring be evidenc'd in his bearing with, 
| vaiting for their Repentance ? How 
id his Mercy be. declar'd in pardoning, 
w Juſtice i in puniſhing them? 


. I's we knot that all Things work 
2 for good to them that love God; 
e have Faith enough ſteadily to rely 
u this Promiſe, we ſhall undoubtedly 
erience a full Aſſurance and unſhaken Se- 
ty in all thoſe Dangers that do, or can 
aten us: Becauſe Providence, who does 
xe heartily eſpouſe our Intereſt, and with 
e Concern and Efficacy than we ourſelves 
de conceiv*d to do, does ever encompaſs 
th his Protection, — cover us with 


Sield,. and defend us from whatever 


truly be faid to annoy us. For who 7s 
Of 


the Aſſiſtance of his Grace, and acquaints 


that unmov'd Conſtancy which we can't 
of Fortune, and toſs'd on the threat! 


| Conſcience ---- an undaunted Integrity 


0 © 
he that will harm us, if we be follower, 
that which is good? No! God does in 
our Straits and Temptations prevent us w 


that bis Grace is ſufficient for us: He d 
ſupport our Courage againſt all the Fro 
and Attacks of the World ; he inſpires u 
all our Difficulties with an undaunted | 
ſolution ; and preſerves us from dreading 
thing to a criminal Degree, and from fea 
any thing ſo much as the offending or 
pleaſing Him. Hence proceeds that 
difterence for all things here -below, 


obſerve and admire in the good Chril 
When exercis'd with the moſt violent 80e 


Billo s of a tempeſtuous World, he qu 
repoſes himſelf on the Teſtimony of ag 


and a firm Reliance on the Care of 
vidence ; he laughs at all the Deſigns, 
Malice either of Men or Devils can fo 
gainſt Him, and at all the impotent and 
Efforts they make to drive him from 


Hold: Becauſe he has fix*d himſelf 1 


629 0. 
a and is ſupported by an Arm Infinitely 
ior to that of his Enemies and Oppreſ- 
Let the Rain deſcend, and the Floods 
, and the Winds blow, they may beat 
the Foundation, of the Structure, but 
ant fall; for the Gates of Hell can't pre- 
Inst this ſo well placd a Confi. 

lle knows with the Apoſtle (Heb, 
1 60 who it is that has ſaid, I 
ver leave thee, nor forſake thee. 
therefore may boldly ſay, The Lord is 
Helper, and I Twill not fear what Man 
Ib unto me. (Palm xxiii. 4.) Tea, tho? 
ul through the Valley of the ſhadow of 
&h, I will fear no evil: for thou, O God, 
wit me, thy Rod and thy Staff they 
fort me. 


jd). THis KNowLEDEE that all things 
t tegether for good to them that love, 
4 adminiſters an inexpreſſible Comfort, 
uolation and Joy under all thoſe Croſſes, 
(Sufferings, which in the Eſteem of the 
d are reputed Adverſities and Afflic- 
s. For when God viſits us with Sick- 
or Pain, with Poverty or Diſgrace, 

| with 


— ———z— — 
= 


— — — — 
. 


with the Loſs of Eftate or of Friends, y 


Which he uſually brings his greateſt Fa 


630) 


we moſt ſet our Hearts upon, or the l 
we are aſſured that nothing of all this c 
befall us, unleſs God had order'd it ſo, 
ving ſeen it moſt expedient for us; 
Wiſdom in, it we cant queſtion, and w 
Kindneſs we can't ſuſpect. No; we kn 
his Mercy is often then the moſt indul 
to us, when'he uſes the greateſt Sever 
and when we ſmart moſt under his R 


and thoſe Laſhes which he inflicts ar: M ; 


beſt Evidences of his Tenderneſs and L 
to us, becauſe they are the very Methods 


rites to himſelf. Perhaps he ſees it nece 
thus to wean us from our Fondneſs for WM. 
Life, where if every thing about us the 
eaſy and convenient we ſhou'd miltake it 
our Home, and fancy it good for us to 
Here, and conſequently ſhou'd never de 
nor think of that better Place which hc 
prepar'd for us. *I'was St. Peter's lis 
at our Lord's Transfiguration, but the HW; 
Spirit tells us, he then knew not what roy 
ſaid. (Luke ix. 33.) Perhaps he is plea 
to ſhew us the Folly of our Wiſhes I 


„ 

eetend to chooſe for ourſelves, and to 
zu with ſuch a Condition which of all 
we ſhou'd leaſt have deſired. *Tis 
Li to be happy both here and here- 
xs. Airaham told the rich Man fo, (Luke 
.) Son. remember that thou in thy 
ime recivedff thy good things, andlike- 
Lazarus evil Things: But now he is 
ted, and thou art tormented, If fo, 
|| ove me my Comforts hereafter ! 
dence well knows that Riches, and 
nus, and Pleaſures are the Accommo- 
of that Road which leads to De- 
aun; he therefore points out to them 
bre him a more rugged Path, and thro? 
race and Contempt leads them to Glory, 
thro! Sorrows and Troubles to everlaſt- 
Reſt, — thro' Humiliation to Honour, 
ad thro! the Croſs to a Crown. Per» 
our Circumſtances require that we 
Id be tried or refined: He who beſt 
$ this, commits us to the Furnace of 
uation to purge away our Droſs, and 
fore the fincerity of our Faith; he by 
thcation pares off what is anailh, ſuper- 
Vr that ſo be may poliſh, 
compleat 


( 32 ) 
eompleat, and more exactly conform us t1 
Image of his SUFFERING CRUCIFIED $( 


I DO not ſay this without good Warr 
for we have the Example of all true Ly 
of God that are gone before us, who t 
thought, and thus practis'd; who in all i 

Diſappointments and Afflictions not of 

Gently ſubmitted to, but comforted thali 
ſelves, rejoiced, and gloried in them. | 

the firſt Chriſtians rejoiced in Hob, 
not only ſo, but gloried in TxiuLIAI 

alſo. Rom. v. 2, 3. Thus St. Paul (2 
xii. 10.) took pleaſure in Infirmities, i 
proaches, in Neceſſities, in Perſecutim 
Diſtreſſes for Chriſt's Sake, and glorie 
them only: (Gal. vi. 14.) God forbid 
I ſhould Glory, sa vx in the Croſs of our 
Feſus Chriſt, by whom the World is cru 
unto me, and I unto the World. Thus 
other Apoſtles (Ad, v. 41.) departed| 
the Preſence of the Council, rejoicing | 
they were counted worthy to ſuffer ſhant 
his Name. A very Heathen could obſc 
how glorious and divine a SpeQacle it 

to ſee a good Man wreſtling with bus 
| | J 


ll 
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mne “: How much more ſo muſt it be, 
bold a CHRISTIAN bravely holding out 
uni the Attacks of the WORLD and Sa- 
ix? Could we but view St. Paul dragg- 
lis Chains which he wore for the Sake 
tis Maſter, doubtleſs he wou'd appear 
n Auguſt and Illuſtrious than the proud- 
Conqueror in the midſt of his Splendor 
[Trumphs; Ay, and I add that God, 
en he call'd him thus to ſuffer for him, 
ud a greater Mark of his Favour up- 
lin, than when he caught him up to the 


Heaven. . 


% and Laſtly. Do we indeed pxo- 
n know that all things work together 
rod to them that love God, and pleaſe 
klves with being of that happy Num- 
How is it then that we are not a- 
d to betray ſo much importunate Care 
vlicitude to acquire, ſo much Diſcon- 


Ir ng 


ce Speftaculum dignum ad quod reſpiciat intentus operi 


ui: ecce par Deo dignum ! vir fortis cum mala fortun3 
4 | 


Seneca de Providentia. Cap. 2. 
tent 


E 


MW, 


tent and Uneaſineſs in the want of, t 
trifling Conveniences and Superfluetic; 
this Life? With what Face can we indul 
that Spleen, Chagrin, and Melancho 
which is now the real or fancicd Diſtem 
ſo much in Faſhion? Where the Diſc 
not in the Body, but in the Mind; why 
Vapours may be pretended, but Diſlike 
our Circumſtarices' is in truth our 4 
there ſurely this Truth, were it heartily 
liev'd, wou'd be a Sovereign Cure. \ 
how onr SAviouR applies the Remedy! 
Providence with a liberal Hand ſupplies 
the Wants of the moſt inconſiderable of 
Creatures; ----If he * feed the young Rv 
that call upon him; — If he + clothe 
Graſs of the Field, which to Day i, 
to Morrow is caſt into the Oven; — If 
Sparrow can't fall to the Ground will 
your heavenly Father, and the very Hl 
of your Head are all numbred; How ( 
this POV NN ever be ſuppoſed toil 
don Max, the Maſter-picce and fin 
Stroke of the C:uarion, which alone le 
the Image and Reſemblance of Himel 


— __— 


"© Pal, c 9. I Mat, vi. 30. J Mat. . 29. 


F 
le chief Object of his Care and Love? 
be ſuſſer him to periſh throꝰ Wart, or 
mer, or Nakedueſs? Can we ever de- 
ur of a ſeaſonable Supply? J am ſure he 
; commanded us to * take no thought 
ut we ſhall eat, or wha! we ſhall drink, 
were-withal we ſhall be clothed;----Has 
uus + our heavenly Father knows we 
need of all theſe Things; and if we 
jour Part, || all theſe ſhall be adided unte 
If Providence ſupply the ſinner, his E- 
my, with enough and to ſpare : If he fur- 
bm with Conveniences and Superfluc- 
, with Riches, Honours and Pleaſures ; 
wcan his good and faithful Servants diſ- 
him for Neceſſaries? They need not 
ley credit the Obſervation of the Pſal- 
es to matter of Fact. Pſal. xxxvii. 25. 
ave been young, and now am old; (ſays 
het ſaw I never the righteous forſaken 
bis feed begging their Bread. If God 
Itimes appears ſlack (as ſome Men count 
treſs) in coming to our Succour and Re- 
It is doubtleſs to let us feel our o 
akneſs and Inſufficiency, and lead us in 
. our 
Mat. vi. „„ Þ Ver. 33. 


| „ 
our Wants to apply with more Fervour a 
Faith to his BounTy, If he do not furni 
Fuel to our Extravagance, Pride, or Luxur 
this is the greateſt Expreſſion of his ( 
for us, leſt thoſe things ſhould deceive 
into a Perſwaſion that this World is all 
are to hope for or expect. If God don 
viſibly ſhow'r down Abundance upon 
yet there is uo good Man but does peice 
a ſecret Bleſſing going along with the lit 
he has, proſpering all he does, and /wr! 
ning all with a contented, ſatisfied Mind. 


I wouLD not be underſtood as tho t 
were to encourage you to quit your hon 
Callings, and expect Providence ſhould | 
port you in Idleneſs: No! however he cut 
things to work together for your good, 
{till upon the ſuppoſal that you put toy 
helping Hand,----coxcarr and co-operate 
him both to the Maintenance of your bi 
and the Sandtiſication of your Soul. 4 
which the Goſpel condemns is that ret 
eager Importunateneſs for the good til 
of this Life,---thoſe unjuſt Repinings u 
you enjoy no more, and Doubts and Fe eit n 


ä 
W Loſing what you do enjoy, —that per- 
ul Solicitude to ſupply your preſent 
urs and prevent your future. You muſt 
n go on in your lawful Employments, 
without too great Application and Paſ- 
ou muſt provide for your Occaſions, 
without too much Concern and Uneaſi- 
jou muſt be diligent in your Buſineſs, 
without Murmuring and Repining if 
frent does not anſwer your ExpeQa. 
x; becauſe the Succeſs does not depend 
n 0%, but upon Providence who direQs 
good and the bad Iſſues, and makes the 
s well as the other ſubſervient to your 
u End and beſt Intereſt. So that as you 
not too much to hug your ſelves upon 
twhich you fancy falls cut for the Belt, 
either are you to deſpond upon what 
a worſe Appearance; becauſe the lat- 
do very often contribute as much, or 


re to your eternal Happineſs, as the for- 
do, 


lorx main Concern is not, you know, 
Care of this Body which is every Mo- 
at mould'ring into Duſt, but the Salva- 
tion 
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tion of your immortal Part, whoſe pon 
muſt be an Eternity either of Br; 
Wok. Wherefore ſeek ye firſt the 

' dom of God and his Righteouſ; meſs, aul 
theſe Things ſhall be added unto you. 
your mind on your Home as you ou 
and you will not think the trifling Od 
rences in your Journey very _ We 
your Notice; things in which you arg 
little concern'd as you are in * the Ti 
and the Seaſons, which it is not 
you to know, ſince the Father ba: 
them in his own Power. Apply your ſ 
with Zeal and Fervour to do your Mal 
Buſineſs, and be aſſur'd his Providee 
not deſert or abandon you in your W. 
nor intermit his Care of you. Eſpouk 
Intereſt heartily, and teſtify your Lon 
him by your. Obedience, and then 1 
fear that he will be wanting in a {uit 
Return, ſince he has Promiſed that al tl 
ſhall work together for good to you. 
Uron the whole, methinks, we © 
chooſe but be convinced that we are ob 
ever to have our bye fix'd upon G0 


* AQts i. 7. 
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ning Providence, and that we ſecurely 
te in the Care he has engaged him- 
v take in our Conduct ʒ.-that we re- 
x 35 from his Hand, all the Events that 
il vs whether they are agreeable to our 
es or otherwiſe, ſince he had decreed 
bp from Eternity, tho? he executes them 
Time, and makes both Proſperity and 
ſity equally inſtrumental to the good 
Agnus us; and that the knowing this 
u be our Support in Diſtreſs, our Se- 
in Danger, our Refuge in Want, 
ar Safety in all the Revolutions and 
minous Poſtures, of human Affairs. 
(dition of this Life, and the Obliga- 
f Charity will not ſuffer us to be wholly 
ud at publick Diſorders and reigning 
ty; this wou'd be too Stoical an Indif- 
lice and Inſenſibility. But when it is 
u our Power to remedy them, nor can 
kt any Hopes that the World ſhould be- 
& better, we ought not to let THIS 
t our Quiet, or interrupt our Duty: We 
d Jay aſide our /eleſs Fears, calm our 
nd Troubles, and entirely depend upon 
Worable Diſpoſals of PxoviDenCE : We 
ſhould 


0 


| ( 40. ) 
ſhould filently admire and adore the Dett 
the Riches both of the Wiſdom and Knoule 
of God! and confeſs that awnſearchajle 
his Judgments, and bis ways paſt finding | 
Rom. xi. 33. | 


Do thou then, MOST INDULGENT | 
THER, ordain, permit, and diſpoſe of 
things as it ſeems beſt to thy Wiſdom: 
ſubmit all I have, and all IT am, and ent 
ly reſign my ſelf and them to thy good 
ſure. I thankfully receive all from thy H 
without reſerve, whether Joy or 6 
whether Abaſement or Abundance, wht 
Diſgrace or Honour, whether Life or De: 
I have no Deſire of my own, but that t 
Will may be done, and that I may be « 
abled to tread that Path thou haſt chalk 
out for me; that ſo ever under the G 
ance of thy Providence I may arrive at t 
happy Place whither thou calleſt me, 
be admitted to contemplate, to adm 
and to praiſe thee to all ErzzniTr, 


The End of the Firſt Sermon. 
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Acts xxd 24. 

une of theſe things move 
we, neither count I my life 
lar unto my ſelf, ſo that I 
ght finzſh my courſe with 
ſl FA 


W N w1TH Joy, or the attaining 
Arto an happy Concluſion of 
our Life is, I think, the uni- 
WO verſal Wiſh of all Mankind: 
had Man, as well as the good; the 
& Triffler, as well as the thinkingChri- 
he that will not be at the Pains to 
EWELL, as well as he that does, wou'd 
(lire (if a Wiſh wou'd do the Buſineſs ) to 
vll, ſince he muſt die one time or other. 

F 2 *Let 


a. ih. 


Numb. xxiii. 10. 
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moſt diſſolute wretched Lives 4" yet 


them well, what muſt we think of it, 


an eternal Separation of their Sow: 
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Let me die the Death of the Righteous, 
let my laſt end be like his, was the Pr; 
of Balaam himſelf at the very time 
came with a purpoſe to curſe 1/rael, 
if the WorsT 0+ Mx, and who lead 


knowledge the vaſt Importance of c 


(tis to be hoped) do better conſi der 
daily pray for, and as conſtantly endeay 
to arrive at an happy Death? How ſh 
we ever have our approaching Lilſoly 
in View, who daily ſee and deplore 
miſerable Departure of the wicked and 
penitent, which is nat only à violent T 
ing of their Bodies from their Souls, but 


their God! 


Ir is not without good Reaſon, that 
Life is here reſembled to, and call'd by 
Name of a Cougst or RACE, where 
All is at Stake; and where, according ehe 
we ſucceed, we either gain the Piu. 
eternal Happineſs, or 1 it for EV. 
is no great matter how long or how 
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Way is; how ſoon, or how late we ar- 
ſo we do but eſcape the Dangers that 
; us, come ſafe to the Goal, and be 
und as Conquerors: No matter what 
& we make, what Rank we hold, what: 
inge we appear - in in the World, pro- 
ve Aniſi our Courſe with Joy, and 
(this Vale of Trouble, Labour and Mi- 
toſs unto our ResT, our CounTRY 
Jour Home, That is not, believe me, 
kt Life which is ſtretched out to the 
te: Length; but that wherein moſt 
bas been done: our Age is not ſo much 
W: reckon'd of by the Years we have 
thro, as by the Number and Ex- 
nde of the Vertues we have acquir'd, 
the Duties we have practis'd. As 
are ſome who are early ripe for Eter- 
and do make fo ſpeedy Advances in 
great Work as to accompliſh that in a 
t Space, which others can't compaſs 
long Series of Years ; ſothereare others 
vho grow old in Time, and yet are but 
ren in Religion —Who do but then 
to live, when it is time to die; and 
va long Age is worn out, they leave 

* | e 


do Sign behind them that they ever 


to the Elders of the Church when he ti 
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at all, What is it to me whether I dj 
this or that Period of my Age? 1 ll 
Tears more or leſs, make but a very in 
fiderable Difference in the Account of 
that reckons for ErERNIrY. Whatis i 
me whether I live here in State and 6G 
deur, or in Retirement and Obſcurity, 
in Riches and Abundance, or in ftraiter 
meaner Circumſtances,---in Power and 
thority, or in Subjection and Depende 
But it ig of infinite Conſequence, and 
everlaſting Intereſt is concern'd in it, 
T depart hence in the Fear and Favur 
God; ſince an happy or miſerable Fats 
depends upon the good or bad End and l 
I make, 20 | 


SucH thoughts as theſe the Apoll 
Words do naturally ſuggeſt., For we f 
obſerve that they are part of his Diſco 


his laſt Leave of them; where (amo 
other things) he foretells the Perſecutio 
expected, v1. that tho? it was not reve 
that he was to be put immediately to De. j 


(47) 
Inpriſonments and Sufferings certainly 
to be his Lot. Ver. 22. 23. And now 
ul I go bound in the Spirit unto Jeru- 
n, not knowing the things that ſhall be- 
we there: ſave that the Holy Ghoſt 
eth in every City, ſaying, that bonds 
iflitions abide me. Whether this 
;reveal'd immediately to himſelf, or 
kr to others concerning him, as it was 
habus, in the next Chapter, ver. 10, 
Vpon which he declares how ready he 
to endure any thing, ſo he might but 
un nis CouxsE wiTH Joy. But none 
leſe things ({ays he) move me, that is, 
apreſs it more agreeably to the words 
ls Original, tho? to the ſame ſenſe) But 
uthing of this do 1 make account, nor is 
it ſelf of any Conſideration to me, ſo 
night finiſh my Courſe with Joy; 
5, ſo as he afterwards explains him- 
: Tim. iv. 7, 8. at the nearer approach 
bs Departure. I have fought a good 
5 (ays he) 1 have finiſhed my courſe, 
kept the faith. Henceforth there is 
uf for me @ Crown of Righteouſneſs, 
the Lord the righteous judge ſhall give 
« that Day. | Now Ʒ̊ 


TH 1) 


Now from hence we may take out 
very concerning Leſſons. Firſt, Hers 
fee bow very neceſſary it is that we 
our Conrſe with Joy. And Second), 
tearn how to do ſo: Yet neither of 
ſeem to be ſtudied by us with due Ap 
tion; we ſeem to be wholly intent upo 
eaſy and commodious Progreſs in our 
ney, without ever thinking what the ( 
clufion of it will be. I grant we u 
defire to DIE WELL, but the Miſchief i 
take no Pains to Live so; without volli' 
the oTHER 7s wot to be hoped for. Wh | ; 
I take Occaſion to recommend theſe WW 
Things to your molt ſerious Conliderat 


B 


Firſt, Since the Importance of fai 
orr Conrſe with Joy is ſo hugely gred 
wou'd convince you that an innocent, it 
Boly Life is the beſt and propereſ, i 
the only way, to arrive at an happy Dt 
This is evident from St. Pauls bein 
regardleſs of what ever ſhou'd befal 
and of Death it ſelf, ſo that he might 
be fo happy as to attain to this good 


Seco 
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may, $1NC E onr whole Life is but 
mtinued Courſe or Journey towards our 
xe, I wou'd perſwade you as a great 
tive to perform it as you ought, to have 
End always in view and ever remem- 
that you are every moment haſiening to 
7 Death, This the Apoſtle's Example 
wfully recommends. to us, when upon 
ls Actions he here makes the Proſpect 
Is Death to have ſo great an Influence. 


then, T wou'd convince you that the 
Means of attaining to an happy Death 
plead an innocent, uſeful, and holy Life, 
which purpoſe conſider, 


% That ſince * when we ſhall have 
all thoſe Thines which are commande 
ve are yet to acknowledge we re zu- 
able Servants, We muſt not neither pre- 
Ito deſerve at God's Hands ſo great a 
ur as is the finiſhing our Conrſe with 
+ No!-----Tho'we ſhou'd have all the 


_— 


— 


* Iuke xvii. »o. 
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aſſuredly that God will continue his G 


6 3 
Teal of the Apoſiles,----the Conſiancy of 
Martyrs, the Purity of Angels,----and t 
Love of the Seraphims,----tho* we ſho 
live the holieſt Life that ever was lead ur 
Earth, yet we ſhou'd have done no mt 
than is our Duty to do: We cou'd not ur 
that Score claim our Reward as due; it wo 
ſtill be the pure Effect and Reſult of G 
infinite Mercy and Bounty: Yet notw 
ſtanding all this, the Scxiprukk is ſo 
of Exhortations to be righteous, and 
Promiſes to them that are ſo, that we 
all the Encouragement imaginable, u 
the Proſpect of a well ſpent Life, tot 


tous to enable us to perſevere to the Er 
it. Tho” we are to work out our Salva 
with Fear and Trembling, yet our crc: 
Hope is ever to be the predominant I: 
in the good Man. We are to rely upon 
divine Mercy, and to believe that, it 
are not wanting to ourſelves, God wil 
doubtedly accompliſh the good Work 


has begun in us. . 


— 
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Wondly, O2sERVE farther, that Leder 
Infuence of theſe chriſtian Duties of 
nu and Hop, there ſeems to be 4 Pofi- 
xConneftion between the holy Progreſs 
Ihuppy Concluſion of our Life. And this 
þ not gather ſo much from the infallible 
cy of God's Grace, the Sincerity and 
writy of the Man's Deſigns and the ſe- 
t Teſtimony of a good Conſcience, as 
n the repeated Promiſes of God in his 
";* where we are aſlur'd that what we 


r /nved in our Life, we ſhall reap at our 
las we ſet out, ſo we conclude our 


ney; that the ſame Maſter who ſet uc 
Work will pay us our Wages, and we 
lat length come to that place whither 
path we make choice of leads to. From 
I; the Concluſion is obvious, if we go in 
the rait Gate, engage in the narrow 
Way, we ſhall at length And that Life 
mich the ſe do lead :----if we work in 
Lord's Vineyard---bear the Heat and Bur- 


n — 


dee Gal. vi. J. 8, 1 Cor. ix. 24, Sc. Mat. xx. Parable 
* Labourers, and John viii. 24. with Rom. vi. 23. Mat. 
Ft 14. 


6 2 then 
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then of the Day, he ſhall at laſt pay un 
he agreed with us for: if we ſtrive 
run as we ought, we ſhall undoubtedy ff 
the Crows propoſed; and if we ſo the 
of Virtue and Grace, we ſhall at the 
veſt reap the Fruits of Happineſs and 6 


 . Thirdly, I wou'd confirm this yet fi 
to you from the Example and Experi 
of the BESTH of MEN who are gone b. 
us, and who have ſtill declar'd their / 
Expectation of their Reward from the 
SENT SENSE they bad of Gop's Power 
GRrAcz with them; and by the Hel) 
THIS, their Continuauce in Practice of 
Duty. See with what Confidence in 
midſt of his Miſeries Fob promiſes hu 
an happy Reſurrection and the Bleſſings 
attend it! I can't doubt, (ſays he) but 
my Almighty Judge and Saviour ö 
ready and able to make good his Pron 
So] truſt that one Day I ſhall triumph 
Death,-----I ſhall be reviv'd from my | 
----T ſhall come out of my Grave, ? 
_ ſhall enjay the beatifick Viſion of 60 

this very Body, which now covered 


„ 

with Sores, ſhall then ſhine in Luſtre and 
wol Glory. I know that my Redeemer 
gh ---and tho” after my Skin worms de- 
1 Body, yet- in my Fleſh ſhall T ſee 
Job xix. 25, 26. To the ſame pur- 
£5, Paul expreſſes himſelf, 2 Tim. 1.12. 1 
(ys he) whom I have believed, and 
p ferſuaded that he is able to keep that 
b have committed unto him again} 
V Dey: that is, I am well aſſur'd of his 
Wifulneſs on whom I rely and in whom 
wmoſe my Truſt ; as he is to be my Jude, 
be will be my Redeemer too; he will 
i Intereſt return that at my Death which 
ne as ĩt were depoſited with him by the 
rice and Obedience of my Life. 


Furtbly, T would add that ſeveral of the 
rbutes and Perfections of God are in- 
ed in the Crowning a good Life with a 
table End: as his VERACITY, his Wis- 
%, and his GoopNEss. The. infallible 
nth of God is herein concern'd, in as much 
be has often paſſed his Word, engag'd his 
tomiſe that he will hereafter afford us the 
le Treatment as we uſe him with here: 
ye are aſham'd of and forſake him in our 
Life 


b 


| 
| 
| 
| 


our End and of enjoying the Reward 


cy is yet more engag'd in this Affair: ſ 


> = 
Life time, he will neglect xs at our laſt He 
but that he will protect us againſt al 
Enemies, and make us * more than Con 
ors, if we confeſs, obey, and expreſs a 
feigned Endeavour to pleaſe and app 
ourſelves to him. The Wiſdom of his 
vidence in the Government of the 
ſeems to require that God ſhou'd not 
poſe an uncertain Hire and Wages to t 
whom he employs in his Work; leaſt 
this Means they ſhould grow idle and q 
leſs from an Apprehenſion that their Lal 
might be in vain: but to excite our! 
lution and Courage in. keeping his C 
mandments and ufing thoſe Means he 
preſcrib'd, it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe 
he gives ſufficient Aſſurance of obtai 


is propos'd to our Obedience. God's 


he often extends his Bounty to the v 
ed and profane who have provok'd ande 
tinued thro? a long Train of Tears ift 
wondrous Indulgence he ſometimes 0 


— 


* Rom, viii. 37. 
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StheSANCTUARY of REPENTANCE and 
up! E of his GLORY, is it imaginable: 
be leſs compaſſionate towards them 
aue long ſerv'd him faithfully, and 
when thro' Surprize and Frailty they 
his Difpleaſure, have implor'd his 
In and Reconciliation by an earneſt 
wand ſpeedy Repentance? Will he 
ln ſuch at the time of their greateſt 
| the Hour of Death ? Will he at length 
them to die in their Sins, who have 
br liv'd in bis Grace and Favour? © 


theſe Reflections have been ſufficient 


vince you of the Neceſſity of 2 good 
o the finiſbing your Courſe with Joy, 
ne leave to ſubjoin a very concerning 
Kon or two: -the former of which is, 
HT you wou'd Jay ſerionfly to Heart 
nfnite Risk you run whilſt you continue 
State of Sin and Diſobedience, or in- 
hour ſelves to any one known Tranſere/- 
of God's Law. For as every Hour of 
Life may, for ought you know, be 
alt, it is the Extremity of Imprudence 
Folly to live one Moment in ſuch a Con- 
dition 


dition as you are afraid to die in. Meth 


acknowledge that as it is very ju, ſo i 
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it is not conceivable how a Chriſtian, w 
has the Uſe of his Reaſon and the yet f 
ther Light iof his Goſpel- faith, ſhou'd ei 
dare to ſleep whilſt he knows himſelf un 
the Diſpleaſure of God, and fo expos'd 
the 2mmediate Danger os being loſt eter 
ty; ſince he may very juſtly expect it ſho 
be his Lot, as it hath been that of man 
one in his very Circumſtance to have 
Sleep conclude in Death, and never to aw 
again but in recoverable Miſery. Youn 


not unuſual with God to chaſtiſe the E 
ſumption of ſuch as go on in a reſoly'd 
bir of Vice, and think they ſhall ſtil 
Time enough to repent ;----t0 puniſb ti 
I fay, with 4 ſudden and unforeſeen Dei 
And what Security do you pretend Ini" 
that which has befallen Thouſands of be! 
Men than you? Why then, I pray, ma. 
the ſame be your Fate? And if it ſhi 
Lord! what wou'd become of you = 
are loſ# and undone for ever! 


1 
[00 not ſpeak this only of the great, cla- 


11 of thoſe ſuppos'd to be leſs malig- 
it, 2nd but the Beginnings of Sin. I ſay 
Allowance of theſe is extremely danger- 
x becauſe all Sins are in ſome ſort chain'd 
xther, and we too eaſily paſs not only 
n one Degree, but from one Kind to a- 


the Spring-head are but little Brookes : 
the moſt enormous Diſorders in our 
tice have but the ſame Original with 


Men do not launch out at once in- 
he he wide Ocean. of Lewdneſs and De- 
, but by ſlow Degrees, by little 
little creep on before they can be tho- 
vb paced in Villany. So that what we 
weouſly judge a ſmall Fault, a Trifle, a 

f Touth, is in truth no ſuch matter; 
odaring Aﬀront to Go, an Att of Re- 
mn, and perhaps that very thing from 
ich our everlaſting Miſery derives its 
e. We ſee many Examples of this in 
ture. Saul's utter Rejection com- 
ned with ſuch a Diſobedience as he had 
H a 


rus, and flagrant Crimes of the Age; 


ter. The longeſt Rivers, you know, 


— Faults, which we careleſsly diſ- 


— — . ˙ . <2 SI. 
* 
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a plauſible Excuſe for. He ſpar d it ſ 
the beſt of the Sheep and of the ( 
which ſhou'd have been deſtroy d. 
when charg'd by Samuel with it, he pl 
that he did fo to ſacrifice unto the Lord 
God, The eternal and temporal Mic 
all the Sons of Adam began with an in 
ſiderable Fault in Appearance, — the J. 
of a little forbidden Fruit. The Man 
was found * gathering a fero Sticks 1 
SABBATH -=DAY was ſion'd with St 
that he died. + UzzAH put forth hi, 
to the Ark of God,, and took hold of i 
the Oxen ſhook it. And the Anger 0 
Lord was kindled againſt, UzzAn, and 
ſmote him there for his Error, and the 
died. The Servant in the PakaLy, | 
brought his Lord's Talent again ui 
Improvement, was as an u#froſitabl 
vant, caſt into outer darkneſs. Al 
ſhou'd inſpire us with a juſt Horror 
Deteſtation of every Sin, how ſinall { 
we are pleas'd to think it, ſince the 


} 
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Numb. xv 32, &c. 72 Sam. vi 7. 
Mat. xxv 14, Oc 
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if all is enough to give occaſion to our 

and Riſe to our endleſs Puniſhment. 
ſys other Direction that I wou'd re- 
mend to you to ſecure an happy Death, 
tk conſtant exerciſe of PRaverR. Ido 
nean only the earneſt Imploring the 
zof ſincere Perſeverance, (which yet 
j promiſes to them that ask it aright, 
he engages himſelf to hear all our Re- 
& which are made with FaiTH ;) but I 
nalſo the uninterrupted Attendance up- 
ul the Parts and Offices of Divine Wor- 
and particularly that great ſolemn one 
e Hol Y Communion. For this does 
ore peculiar Manner, when ⁊eorthily 
m d, preſerve in the Soul its ſpiritual 
of Grace, and effeftually contribute to 
krcvering in Righteouſneſs as xeceſſari- 
Sour daily Food preſerves and confirms 
Strength, Vigour and Health of our Bo- 
The antient Martyr Ignatius calls it * 
A\TIDoTE of DEATH : intimating that 


"tre dy) xaGrles, Je fot 

av aJayacias, «yi Soros 

' 1 dToFayar N ( er 

lt Ag, Sick Tasos- 

Ina, Ehiſt. ad Epbeſ ad f nem. 


as 
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as the fatal Fruit our Firſt Parents 
ſpread a ſecret and deſtrufive Poiſon 
our Frame; ſo the ſpiritual Food com 
cates to our Souls ſuch Vertue and EA 
as preſerves them from the Fear and 
tacks of Death. Whence | think i 
ſually adminiftred to ſick and dying C 
tians, to fortify them in their warmeſ 
flicts and Agonies, and to arm them ag 
the Fraud and Malice of our grand E 
when in theſe their Joſt Moments he 
fails to employ his «tmo/t Efforts ag 
them. Belides, the Sacrament is the 
NEST of God's Favour ; and we al 
reckon our ſelves certain ofa Promiſe 1 


we have ſufficient Security of the Per 
ance : So that' by the conſtant Uſe of 


we lay the ſtrongeſt Engagement | 
able upon God to continue his Grace 
ſince this is by his own Appointment 1 
a MEANs whereby we receive the ſam 
alſo a Pl HDR to aſſure us thereof. 
if any oftheſe things move you, Bux 
or if you account your ſelves der 
ſelves, encourag'd by theſe Comforts? 
vour to finiſh your Courſe with Joy. 


3 

1yo this will bring me to the Second 
« | adyanc'd, namely, That ſince our | 
Life is but one continued Courſe or | 
y towards our Grave; let me prevail l 
þ you, as a powerful Motive to perform 
ou ought, to have your End always | 
ſew, and ever to remember that you are | 
Moment haſtening to your Death. | 
0 improve this to our further Advan- 
z muſt obſerve, 1ſt, The having this 
bt (THAT WE MUST DIE ) ever pre- 
in our Minds, is in Truth a very power- 
kcitement and Spur to keep us awake 
arten us in the whole Courſe of our 


. And if, as has been ſhewn, an holy 


i the only Way to promote an happy 
o, it will no leſs evidently appear that 
ni eat Inducement to live Holy is to 


er that we muſt die ſhortly. For (to 
ſite this a little with you) how can any 
able thinking Man engage his Heart 
Aſſections to any thing here below, 
he knows aſſuredly that he mult be 
din a very ſhort while to be divorc'd 
m it, and bid an eternal Adieu to it? 
can he be fond of the World, when he 
reflects 


EE . 


to the Author of his Being? Can 
think it worth the while to beſtow ſo 


us in Recompence for our Pain, 7s ut 


* What ſoever thou takeſt in hand, reme! 


LJ 
reflects that he is juſt going to be depri 
of all its Enjoyments? What Charm cin 
Creature have to allure him who has {ler 
ly renounc'd it, and is actually haſt 


Time and Coſt upon improving and ad 
ing a little imaginary Beauty, which 
Grave to morrow perhaps ſhall change 
the moſt gaſtly Horror and loathſome 
formity ? Are we not bly employ'd, 
all our Study is to gratify and pamp 
mouldring Carcaſe, good for nothing bi 
be 4 Feaſt for the Worms? Is it not the 
egregious Impertinence to labour, and 
and /weat in making a Fortune, as we c 
when we foreſee all that the Earth can 


more than alittle Duſt and Aſhes! 
Word, is it not the laſt Degree of Ma 
to defer our Repentance and ſecurely ind 
our Sins, when we are fully convinc'dt 
for ought we know, any. one Momer 
our Lite may be our laſt,----may be thu 
tal one which drops us into ErtKN 


1 

lud, and thou ſhalt ne ver do amiſs; was 
Advice of the wile Son of Sirach: 
, vii, 36.) that is,----They ſhall either 
fall at all, or at leaſt will ſoon riſe 
"by a ſpeedy Repentance. And how can 
void obſerving, BRETHREN, that 
y creeps inſenſibly upon us---that we 
m7 Day draw nearer and wearer to our 
Hr? Do we not feel DEATH treading 
| upon our Heels, and hear him ſum- 
ur u to the dreadful TrxIBUNAL of our 
e? We do: and if ſo----fay to what 
noſe will all thoſe Trifles ſerve you 
y which you now ſo eagerly purſue ; 
ather what Regret will you not feel 
laving ſo impatiently thirſted after 
twhich you ſhou'd have either look'd 
vth Indifference, or rejected with Scorn. 
Vhat will you reap from all your 
y Projects, but Air and Smoak ! or 
gr Grief and Torment, for having 
rd the Shadow. to the Subſtance, 
Ity to Truth, and the Glory of this 
md to the Honour of God! Be not 
ted and put upon by vain Shew and 
nary Deluſions. If you ſearch for 

Pleaſure 


appoſite Parable, Lake xii. 16. He tel 
diſpoſe of his Abundance: he purpos' 
had much Goods laid up for many l 


to take his eaſe, eat, drink, and bem 


ſhall thoſe things be which thou haſt fn 
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Pleaſure and Enjoyment, follow after 
and laſting ones: if you eſchew Evi 
Trouble, trouble at the Thoughts of ha 
deſerv'd thoſe that are endleſs, 
2dly. T obſerve again, that it is the 
fatal Miſlake in the World, and the gre 
Miſchief that can befall us, to live asthy 
were not to die; and to be perhaps ſur 
by Death, before we ſo much as bethy 
our ſelves whether we were mortal orn 
This is a Caſe that often happens; and 
it may not be our Caſe, our Saviour has 
ficiently forewarn'd us by an admirable 


the Man dreamt of nothing but ho 
pull down his Barns and build greater 
and he was full of enjoying them,---rel 


But ſee the Folly of all ſuch Project 
how ſoon all theſe tow'ring Hopes 
blaſted! For it immediately follows, 
20. God ſaid unto him, thou Fool, this! 
thy Soul ſhall be requir'd of thee, then 


. | 
There are too many among us, Bar- 
ex, that do as little care for the 
beef dying as that Man did; that 
if you do but name Death to them, 
| can't bear any Converſation upon fo 
kncholick a Subject. But alaſs ! the fur- 
x they think to put the Evil-Day from 
m the nearer ſtill it approaches; and 
tn they dream of it leaſt, tis then very 
18 it knocks at their Door, and obliges 
n to diſlodge. Now all the World 
it jus r in God that this ſhou'd be 
And I can't bit think it a great In- 
of hi; Mercy too, that the l ime of 
Death is conceal'd from us: becauſe 
b proper Means to keep us ever on 
Guard, and to oblige us to be alway 
Ky and prepar d to receive it come when 
nl; which otherwiſe perhaps we ſhou'd 
be. Hence it is that Death comes up- 
winſuch various Shapes and diflerent 
ners. Sometimes he attacks by ſlow 
Fees and at unawares : he lays a thou- 
dAmbuſcades for us by Land and by Sca, 
the Town and in the Country, in War 


la Peace. Sometimes he comes at the 
7 I End 
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End ofa long Sitknels ; ſometimes in tt 

Midſt of perfect Health; ſometimes in 
decrepid Age, and 1 in our Bloot 
Now. he, uſes the outward Inſtruments 
Violence---the Sword, or Fire, or Fall, 
the like Accident; ad then, inward a 
hidden Cauſes the Burning of a Fever, 
the Cold of a Palſy, --—the Inundation 
Propſy, or the Lingring of a Conſumpti 
Now what ſleeping is there in the Mi 
of /o many Dangers? What Secutity c 
we promiſe our ſelves among ſuch axforee 
Aſſaults? And if ſo; ſee, BSTHRD/ 
monſtrous. Stupidity of provoking Ce 
Wrath, when we are % uncertain of on 
Life, and ſo un. ur of a aßen n 
to ſue out our Pardon! 

zah. I conſider another Motive to ha 
our Eye upon our End, that God dbes of 
in Juſtice ſnatch the Sinner away T 
Commiſſion of his Crime and #he very / 
of bis 8in.— Thus it far'd with Nadab aq ut, 
 Abihu;, when they preſum'd to 0's; 

ſtrange Fire, there went out 4 Fire fn 

the Lord (fays the Text Lev. x. 2.) aul d 
waured Hem, and they died "ow the 8 b 3 


crab and his Company, (Vumb. xvi. 
) the ground clave aſunder that was un- 
them, and the Earth open d her Mouth 
fewallow'd them up, and they went 
un alive int4 the Pit. Thus Zimri and 
bi fell by the Sword and Zeal of Phi- 
as, (Mum. xxv. 8.) And the unfortunate 
lolom was ſlain in his Diſobedience and 
lian againſt his Father. I ſhou'd ne- 
rays done, if I ſhou'd inſiſt on the 
ral Inſtances of ſuch as have been caught 
yin unrepented Sin, who for a Moment 
farcied Pleaſure have paſſed into an Eter- 
ol rea Torment. How many ev'ry 
re ſurprig'd in the Delign and Contri- 
we of their Villany before they can com- 
it it, and juſtly meet the fame Reward 
they Purpoſe as they ſhou'd have had for 

Execution? And how many 'to that 
have a good Reſolution of Amend. 
u, do never reach the Time they pro- 
Ito repent in; and ſo by deferring to 
future what ſhou'd be dene at preſent, 
miſerably die in their Sins ? Think of 
a little, BRETHREN, and know that it is 
impoſſible that ſome of you may be of 
this 


Al 


7 
' if 


ed his impendent Dunger. The Mos, 


\ 
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this Number; and perhaps the leſs you 
prehend this Fate, the more likely i 
that you will meet with it. This ſho 
be ſeriouſly conſider'd, and it is in t 
a very preſſing Argument to reſtrain 
from Sin, and improve you in Holineſs. 
what Malefactor wou'd have Leiſure to 
peat his Crime when he is juſt a going 

'receive his Sentence from his Judge, 
were leading to Execution? What wo 
we not undertake? What do we not v« 
to implore the Protection of Heaven 1. 
we find our ſelves on the Brink of a 0 
gerous Precipice, or under the immed 
Apprehenſion of a Shipwreck ? *Tis * 
mark'd in antient Story, that the Vn 
who whilſt entertain'd at a ſumptuous f 
had a naked Sword hung over him by af 
Hair, had uo Stomach to the Delicaciest 
were ſet before him ſo long as he ap prele 


applicable to thee, O Sinner, between vil 
and the threatning Vengeance of 
there is nothing but the ſender Thr 
which ties thy Body and Soul tage len 


Full. Cicer. 7 uſeul, Diſputat. Lib. 5. x 
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rif this Thread ſhou'd break, as very 
uit may by a thouſand Accidents, thou 
not forefee what a terrible Con- 
1n,---what irreverſible Miſery * thou 


wean you preſume to fool and . trifle 
uch apparent Danger? If you are ca- 


t; does it not concern you to commune 
jour own Hearts, and by a thorough 
endment of your Ways prepare for 4 
fortable Death? --How can you pro- 
your ſelves Months and Tears to come, 
v have not one Day your own----not one 
it in your Power and Diſpoſal? Why 
you defer that to an imaginary Fu- 
ty, (which perhaps will never be) which 
might at Preſent do towardsthe work- 
out your eternal Salvation? Happy it 
t Man who looks upon each day as his 
and accordingly avoids thoſe Sins, prac- 
! thoſe Duties, and puts himſelf in that 


If / What wou'd you not do then to 
ſecure 


ypeſt into. How then can you be one 
ute c2/7 under ſuch à diſmal Proſpett ? 


e of a ſerious Thought or a wiſe Re- 


ation in which he wou'd not fear to 
ford when ſummon'd to his great Ac- 


| 
1 ſecure your eternal Welfare? What y 


if tue wou'd you not practice ?-—Whut 
(| | of Faith, Hope, Love, Contrition, Dey 
x Wwou'd you not exert, were you x 
ſwaded that you ſhou'd not live til 
Morrow ? Look upon the preſent Tine 

| -  thatwhichmay finiſh your Courſe and 
8 | P ſage to ETERNITY, Do not depend in 
| the Future, ſince you have no Promiſed 
| dAnd you know that many, in better He 
than you now are, did not reach it, Li 
ver in ſuch a State as you wou' 
willing to die in; — and as if you wa 
ot be ſurpriz d at your Change, how | 
| foreſeen Toever it may be, be ever in 
Readineſs and diſpos'd to welcome it vi 

ever it comes. *Tis. the great ſecret 
of LvIxG- WELL, fo be perpetually inal 

Poſition to DiE DAILY. We ſhall never 
pent the Conduct that is regulated hy 
Advice, which our Death ſuggeſts. — W 
ever affairs fall under your Deliberation 
Debate, conſult your Jatter End and 
the Reſolution which it ſhall inſpire. / 
your ſelf what it wou'd be moſt adviſel 
to do in this Caſe if you were now att 


— „ ˙ W —— — — Ds oe — 
- 


3. - 
Gaſp; and from what you wou'd they 
fitteſt tobe done, you diſcover what 
oght to do now. For as the Things of 
World do ever blind our Eyes and pre: 
r our Judgment, it is neceſſary to re- 
x theſe Cheats and Place our ſelves in 
Circumſt awces "of leaving them, and 
our Reaſon will clear 2p, our Eyes 
be open, and we ſhall make a true 955. 
of the Vanity and Worth of Things. 
o thus, BRETHREN, I have endea. 
d to convince you bow neceſſary it ir 


n of our Lox 5 himſelf to this Purpoſe. 
xii- 38, 36.) Let your loins be giru 
out, and your 
ſelves like unto Men that woait for 
Lord. <« Youtare but · Strangers and 
deln gen kund TIE, 


ah our Courſe with Foy, and have 
d the Way bow to do ſo. It only re- 
"that Faoſeall with the excellent Dl. 


lights burning ; and ye. 


. 
- 
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were; be ye ever in the poſture of 
vellers -V Loins girt, your Shoes 
Feet, and your Staff in your Hand, andy 


to march when ever your Lo x » ſhal 
Let there be nothing in this World cap 
of detaining you, no irregular Affectio 
engage you here,--- no vicious Habj 
charm you to your beloved Lult--no 
of Guilt to retard your Haſte towards 
return Home, your ETERNAL Revos:, 
ſhow'd be as a City plac'd upon a Hil, 
the Light of the World: Let your Licui 
be burning, that is, ¶ Let your light ſo ſh 
fore Men, that they may ſee your good W 
and glorify your Father which is in He, 
Remember the || Fate of the fooliſh /i 
who took no Oyl with their Lamps, 
letting them go out, were ſurpriz'd at 
unexpected Arrival of the Bridegroom, 
excluded for ever. But be you ever d 
your Maſter's Work; — ever comb; 


rm — — 


* Ser Exod, xii. 11. with 1 Pet. i. 13, and Eph) vi. 
+ Mat. v. 14. $ Mat. v. 16. || Mat.xxv. 13 


2 Election y mg Tun is the Only 

Ire you can carry away with you : 
ar your Revenues, your E- 
your Friends and your neareſt 


h En IT TI 
company you to the OTHER WORLD 7 
Engr bon. Toto 


then yo 
* auys you 

$ ## nor td be met with ; ru 
Weiter. Live tlloc id the N Ex- 
ation of it, in dirwmwoearied Deſire and 
h Impatience of that Hour which ſhall 
ſmit you to it. Never repine at your 
urs and Afflictions ;----he that ſhall 
we all theſe Ille, wipe away all theſe Tears, 
Md reward all your Sufferings is at Hand: 
He that ſhall come will come, nas — 


t tarry, He ſhall be here per 
i fol os lz Be 349 —— 


1 Men that wait for their LoRD. 


9 2 Pu. l. 10. + Heb. x. 37. 
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Page 9. 1213 after cg, pet Comma, 9557 1 
Page 20. line 16. r. is ever 2 and vale ür. en 
Page 21 line 21. for for/ee read foreſee. 
Page 22. The Figures at the Bottom: e e Cine 
Page 33. Line 3. read agninſt all the Attacks, . 
#7-line 10. after vey. 10, 1. thro' a Defect ia the ,, 
» a fem Wards ard Are 3912 EE M1 


Page 60. Line 19. afar as, JS ths: 5; _ 
Lene other ltd Onion f he res th Rae 
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